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The gold employed must have been singularly pure.
There are 277 leaves each with double columns of
25 lines, and in all 289 leaves; the size is 12f by
9-J- inches. The initial letters are quite simple, and
in exceedingly good taste. The other, Tours iSTo.
23 (St. Martin No. 174), is also a Book of the
Gospels, with 193 leaves, llf by 9f inches. It
has so-called Hibernian initial letters, purple, with
interlacements, and birds' heads with the charac-
teristic eyes and beaks. It is much more probably
Anglian than Hibernian, and we may attribute it
to the scriptorium of the school of York, or to that
of St. Martin of Tours as a copy from a York
manuscript. The present librarian assigns it to
the writing school of Marmoutier, across the Loire,
which he thinks was the chief writing school of
Tours in Aleuin's time. That opinion is founded
on a remark in connexion with the first establish-
ment of Marmoutier, to which reference will be
made below;1 the English student may well attri-
bute the MS. to St. Martin's itself, produced., as
a copy, under Alcuin's own eye, especially as it has
always appeared in the catalogue of St. Martin's
and not in that of Marmoutier, and is now classed
as a St. Martin's MS.

The JSvangeliarium first mentioned, in goldletters
on white parchment, is a book of historic fame.
It is the book on which the kings of France down
to Louis XrVj in 1650, took their oath of fidelity
and protection to St Martin of Tours, when ad-
mitted as abbat and first canon of the collegiate
church. The book was bound with great magni-

1 See p. 221.